
The main objective of this paper is to examine sustainable development in the corporate mining 

context, and provide some guidelines for mining companies seeking to operate more sustainably. 

There is now a burgeoning literature that examines sustainable development in the context of 

minerals and mining, most of which is concerned with sustainability at global and national 

scales. What these numerous perspectives on sustainable mineral extraction, minerals and metals 

recycling, environmental management, and social performance, is how sustainable development 

applies to mining companies the and what steps a mine must take in order to improve the 

sustainability of operations. Since mining processes have the potential to impact a diverse group 

of environmental entities, and are of interest to a wide range of stakeholder groups, there is 

ample opportunity for the industry to operate more sustainably. Specifically, with improved 

planning, implementation of sound environmental management tools and cleaner technologies, 

extended social responsibility to stakeholder groups, the formation of training, a mine can 

improve performance in both the environmental and socioeconomic arenas, and thus contribute 

enormously to sustainable development at the mine level. Key words: Sustainable development; 

Sustainability; Mining; Mines 


